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This document concerns the retention and graduation 
of students at the City University of New York. Major attention is 
devoted to those who entered the senior and community colleges of 
CUNY as first-time freshmen in September 1970. This group was the 
first to enroll in the university under the open admissions policy. 
This report includes the group status (enrolled or not, graduate or 
not) after eight semesters, and data on retention and graduation. 
First, findings are presented for men and women and by students' area 
of residence, as well as for high school average categories. Second, 
data on freshman class entering CUNY each fall since 1970 is used to 
compare the retention of the first open admission students with 
subsequent enrollees. Last, some comparative statistics on graduation 
are presented including: data for a CUNY sample prior to open 
admission, data from a national sample of college students, and data 
from a selected group of two-year and four-year colleges. 
(Author/KE) 
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SUMMARY OP FINDINGS 



The data covering four years of enrollment of students 
who entered The City University of New York in September, 1970 
(the first open admissions class) showed: 

— Of those entering the senior colleges, 21.4% received Bachelor's 
degrees and another 35.2% were still enrolled in the Spring 1974 
semester (Chart A) . 

— Of those entering the community colleges, 23.1% received 

Associate's degrees, 2.8% received Bachelor's degrees, and 22.2% 
were enrolled at a community college or a senior college in the 

» 

Spring 1974 semester (Chart B) . 

— Graduation and retention were related to students ' high 
school average: Students with higher averages were more 
likely to have graduated or still to be enrolled than students 
with lower averages (Figures 1 and 2, and Table 1). 

— Graduation percentages varied among the colleges of CUNY: 
Brooklyn, Lehman, and Queens among the senior colleges and 
Manhattan, Kingsborough, and New York City among the com- 
'Inunity colleges had the highest graduation rates (Figures 1 
and 2, and Tables 2 to 6). 
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— At both the S'inior colleges and community colleges, women 
were more likely to have been graduated than men (Figures 1 
and 2f and Tables 7, 8, and 9). 

--Graduation-retention rates were slightly higher for women 
than men at senior colleges and substantially higher at com- 
munity colleges (Tables 7 and 8). 

— Students from residential areas in New York City with pre- 
dominantly white population had higher graduation rates and 
graduation-retention rates than students from other residential 
areas (Table 10) . 

— Graduation and retention were positively associated with the 
median family income of the area in which the students resided 
(Table 11) . 

Comparisons among four CUNY entering cohorts (1970 , 1971, 1972 , 
and 1973 freshmen) after two semesters, four semesters, and six 
semesters, showed the following: 

— At the senior colleges, two semester retention rates were 
similar for each cohort; the four semester and six semester 
retention rates and return rates (students who left the Uni- 
versity and then returned) declined with each successive cohort 
since 1970 (Tables 13, 15, and 17). ^ 

4 
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— At the community colleges, two semester retention rates were 
lower for the 1970 cohort. The four semester and six semester 
graduation-retention rates and graduation rates were similar 
for each cohort; return rates were highest for the 1970 cohort 
(Tables 14, 16, and 18) . 

Data on graduation rates at CUNY and other colleges and univer- 
sities showed that: 

— Four year graduation rates for students who entered Brooklyn, 
City, Hunter, and Queens Colleges of CUNY in 1970 were lower 
than for students who entered these colleges in 1960; this was 
the case even among those 1970 freshmen with high school 
averages of 85 and -above (Table 23) . 

— On-time graduation rates (two years for the Associate's and 
four years for the Bachelor's degrees) among the 1970 CUNY 
freshmen were lower than for students at a select group of 
two and four year institutions (Tables 24 and 25) . 

— Compared to a national sample of students from four year public 
colleges, the graduation rates for the 1970 CUNY senior college 
freshmen were lower; however, retention rates were higher for 
CUNY students (Table 26) . 
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— Compared to a national sample of students from two year 
public colleges, graduation rates and retention rates 
for the 1970 CUNY community college freshmen were higher 
(Table 27) . 
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INTRODUCTION 



This report concerns the retention anrl graduation of students 
at the City University of New York. Major attention is devoted 
to those who entered the senior and community colleges of CUNY 
as first-time freshmen in September^ 1970. Earlier reports on 
this cohort, the first to enroll in the University under the 
open admissions policy, described their attendance after four 
semesters (Lavin and Silberstein, 1974) and seven semesters 
(Lavin, 1974). It is now possible to report on their status 
(enrolled or not, graduated or not) after eight semesters, (i.e.^ 
four years). Fall 1970 to Spring 1974. This time span is especi ^ly 
significant for students in senior colleges since it is often 
identified as the period traditionally required for them to 
earn the Bachelor's degree. 



Aside from updating information previously published , the report 
also includes some new and additional data on retention and 
graduation. First, findings are presented for men and women and 
by students' area of residence, as well as for high school average 
categories.^ Second, the availability of data on each CUNY fall 
entering freshman class since 1970 makes it possible to compare 
the retention of the first open admissions students with sub- 
sequent enrollees.^ These comparisons are provided for six 
semesters (1970 and 1971 freshmen) , four semesters (1970, 1971, 
and 1972 freshmen), and two semesters (1970, 1971, 1972, and 1973 
freshmen). Last, we have included some comparative statistic 
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. on graduation, as follows: data for a CUNY sample prior to open 
admissions, data from a national sample of college students, data 
from a select group of two year and four year colleges. 

In interpreting and utilizing the data contained herein, it is 
suggested that the reader be guided by the following definitions, 
qualifications and limitations: 

(1) Validation procedures on data for the 1970 entering cohort 
have not been completed beyond four semesters; prior ex- 
perience with the data suggests graduation-retention figures 
will not be significantly different when these procedures 
are completed. 

(2) The term "CUNY cohort" refers to all students who entered 
as first-time, matriculated, day session freshmen. It in- 
cludes regular admissions students, special program students 
(e.g., SEEK), and students for whom information on high 
school average was not available (those with high school 
equivalency diplomas, students from outside New York City, 
and those for whom the data were miosing).-^ 

(3) The graduation-retention rate refers to students who were 
graduated by the end of the semester shown or enrolled for 
that semester. The rate does not differentiate between 
those present all semesters (including graduates) from 

those who left and subsequently returned (including graduates). 

ERLC ^ 
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(4) As in previous reports, the data have been tabulated 
by college of original enrollment; intra-CUNY trans- 
fers (e.g., from community colleges to senior colleges) 
are thereby counted as retained or graduated from their 
first semester college. 

(5) Students who left the University without having graduated 
are counted as attrited, even though they may have trans- 
ferred to and been graduated from a college outside the 
CUNY system. Information is not available on the number 
of students in this category nor on their current status. 

(6) The graduation and retention figures in this report do 
not reflect the total numbers of graduates from and en- 
rollees at CUNY in the semesters shown. Excluded ^^om 
these data are: first-time freshmen in the Spring or 
Summer semesters; evening and part-time students; and 
students transferring to CUNY from other institutions. 

(7) The data of this report are descriptive and allow for 
little in the way of causal explanations. Such analyses 
Woujd require additional data on program and staff 
characteristics and on student motives, expectations, 
and attitudes. 
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!• GRADUATION AND RETENTION: 1970 FRESHMEN 

Summary data for four year& (i.e., eight semesters) of 
enrollment are presented in Charts A (senior college) 
and B (community college), and Table 1.^ 

By the end of eight semesters (Spring 1974), 21.4% of the 
Fall 1970 senior college freshmeft received Bachelor's 
degrees. Another 35.2% were enrolled but did not graduate 
in the eighth sem.ester; most of these students attended 
CUNY without interruption (Chart A, Box D) . 

Of students who originally enrolled at community colleges 
in the Fall 1970, 23.1% received Associate's degrees by 
the end of eight semesters; 2.8% earned Bachelor's degrees 
from CUNY senior colleges (Chart B, Boxes C and J), 7.7% 
were still enrolled at a community college in the eighth 
semester (Box M) , and 14.5% were attending a senior college 
(Boxes D and K) . It is also possible to compare students 
who transferred to senior colleges with the community 
college degree (Box B) and without it (Box I) ; the former 
were more likely to have graduated from a senior college 
or still to be enrolled there in the eighth semester. 

While the graduation rate was slightly higher for the coi- 
nunity college cohort, the com.bined graduation-retention ]*ate 
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was substantially greater for the senior college cohort (56.8% 
graduated-retained at senior colleges compared to 38.6% 
at coiranunity colleges [Table 1]). The rate of return 
after withdrawal (students who attended, left, and then 
returned by the eighth semester or graduated) was slightly 
higher at the senior than community colleges. 

Return rates have been a topic of interest in the University 
because they are thought to be indicative of the "stopout 
phenomenon."^ This attendance pattern is believed to be 
prevalent at CUNY. Data from one study (Max, 1968) do sug- 
gest this was so for the students prior to 1970: of all 
students who entered Brooklyn, City, Hunter, and Queens 
Colleges in 1960, 47.8% graduated after four years, 70.6% 
graduated after seven years. 

However, information on the characteristics of students 
who entered the University since 1970, and experience with 
these students, is still limited. Nor is it certain that 
we can project the attendance pattern of the earlier stu- 
dents to the newer ones. For these reasons, it is difficult 
to say how much higher the graduation rate will rise after 
eight semesters Future reports will examine this issue 
in greater detail. 
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High School Average 

The data in Table 1 show a strong and positive relation- 
ship between high school average and graduation and 
retention; the higher the high school average, the 
higher the graduation-retention r^=*te and the graduation 
rate. 7 (Rates of return to CUNY are also positively 
associated with high school average , but the relation- 
ship is not as strong.) These findings hold for senior 
colleges and conununity colleges , and are consistent 
with those in the four semester and seven semester 
reports (Lavin and Silberstein, 1974; Lavin, 1974). 

Differences between high school average categories 
(especially between those with 80 and above averages 
and those with averages below 70) tend to be more 
pronounced at senior colleges. (31.4% of senior col- 
lege students with high school averages of 80 and above 
graduated, but only 2.9% of those with averages below 
70 did so; corresponding figures for community col- 
leges were 38.7% and 15.4%.) It should be noted that 
(a) senior colleges were allocated a smaller proportion 
of students with below 70 high school averages than 
were the community colleges and (b) the senior college 
data refer to on- time graduation only, while the com- 
munity college data include two years beyond the 
on- time graduation period, allowing more students 
with lower high school averages to be graduated. 
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Overall data on graduation and retention for the col- 
leges of CUNY are presented in Table 2. Among the 
senior colleges, the eight semester graduation-reten- 
tion rate at Queens and Brooklyn was well above the 
senior college average. Brooklyn, Lehman, and Queens 
Colleges had the highest graduation rates; John Jay 
College had the lowest graduation rate. 



Among the community colleges, Manhattan CC and Kings 
borough CC had graduation-^retention rates above the 
community college average; Manhattan, Kingsborough, 
and New York City Community Colleges had the highest 
graduation rates. 

(The data in Table 2 were tabulated for each of the 
high school average categories and are presented in 
Tables 3 to 6.) 

B. Male and Female Students 

Of the students who originally enrolled at CUNY in 
September 1970, women were much more likely to have 
been graduated than men. As can be seen from the 
data in Tables 7 and 8, 29.3% of the senior college 
women were graduated compared to 15.6% of the men, 
and 29.8% of the community college women were grad- 
uated compared to 18.2% of the men.^ Women were 

13 
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also more likely to have been graduated from a senior 
college after transferring from a community college. 

When the data in Tables 7 and 8 are examined by high 
school average categories^ it is seen that the discrepancy 
b^^tween female and male graduates becomes gree^ter as 
high school average increases. Among senior college 
students with below 70 high school averages^ 3.8% of the 
females and 2.6% of the males graduated; of those with 
high school averages of 80 and above , 39.0% of the 
females but only 23.8% of males graduated. A similar 
pattern is found at the community colleges . 

Baruch College was the only institution of CUNY in 
which the graduation rates of men and women were vir- 
tually the same; at all the others/ the graduation rate 
was higher for women (Table 9). 

The graduation-retention rate at the senior colleges 
was slightly higher for women (only in the 80 and 
above high school average category did the rate for men 
surpass that of women) ; the graduation-retention rate 
at community colleges was substantially higher for 
women than men. 
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These findings are similar to those reported by others 
(Astin, 1972; El-Khawas and Eisconti, 1974, the latter 
indicating that, in time, the gap between the pro- 
portion of women and men graduates either disappears 
or is reduced. Whether this will occur at CUNY will 
not be known for some time) • 

Residential Area Characteristics 

The University data file on fall entering freshmen 
does not contain information on either the race-eth- 
nicity or family income of students. Using data from 
the 1970 United States Census,^ it was possible to 
classify students' areas of resid^nQj^^X^P code) along 
these dimensions. This could only be done for students 
residing in New York City, and refers to their resi- 
dence at the time of application to CUNY. 

Race- Ethnicity ; Students from areas with predominantly 
v^hite population were most likely to have been graduated 
by the end of eight semesters (26.5% from senior col- 
leges and 27.4% from community colleges)? they also 
had the highest graduation-retention rates. Students 
from areas with predominantly black population were 
least likely to have been graduated (8.2% from senior 
colleges and 18.6% from community colleges). Students 

15 
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from areas with Puerto Rican population concentration 
had the lowest graduation-retention rates and return 
rates (Table 10) . 

Median Family Income; Graduation and retention were 
related to median family income of students' resi- 
dential area. Those from areas with middle ($8,000- 
$11,999) and higher ($12,000 +) median family income 
were more likely to have been graduated and to have 
higher graduation-retention rates than those from 
areas of low (below $8,000) median family income 
(Table 11) . 

Race-Ethnicity and Median Family Income Combined; 
Among senior college enrollees, the median family 
income of students* residential areas was positively 
associated with graduation and retention whether or 
not the students came from predominantly white or 
minority neighborhoods. This was also found among 
community college enrollees from predominantly 
white neighborhoods. However, among community college 
enrollees from minority areas, there was no association 
between median family income and graduation and re- 
tention (Table 12)^. 

One of the objectives of open admissions was to incre.ase 
the opportunity for students from areas of low income 

IG 
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and minority population to attend CUNY. Data are avail- 
able which indicate that the admission of students from 
these areas has increased (Kramer^ Kaufman^ and Podell^ 
1974). With regard to the graduation and retention of 
low income and/or minority students^ baseline data for 
students prior to 1970 do not exist and the University 
does not have information on students' family income 
or race-ethnicity which could be compared with national 
data (of. Astin, 1972). Still, three findings emerge 
from the data of Tables 10, 11, and 12 which bear, alb^^t 
indirectly, on the issue: 

(1) Community college students from areas of low 
median family income and minority concentration 
were closer to the average graduation and retention 
rates for CUNY community colleges than were stu- 
dents from the same areas in CUNY senior colleges. 

(2) Differences in the graduation-retention and grad- 
uation rates between students from low median 
family income and minority concentration areas 
and those from other areas were greater in the 
senior than community colleges. 



(3) 



However, the graduation-retention rate among s \iu 
college students from areas of low median family 
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income and minority concentration surpasses the 
highest rate in community colleges. 

GRADUATION AND RETENTION: 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973 FRESHMEN 

How has the graduation and retention experience of enter- 
ing freshmen changed since Fall 1970? 

A. After Two Semesters 

Retention data for two semesters are shown in Table 
13 for senior colleges and Table 14 for community 
colleges. 

The senior college cohorts show little difference in 
their two semester retention rates (e.g., 88.8% of 
the 1970 freshmen, compared to 86.4% of the 1973 
freshmen enrolled for their second semester) . Among 
the community college cohorts, the two semester re- 
tention of the 1970 freshmen was slightly lower than 
that of the others. 

B. After Four Semesters 

Among the senior college cohorts, the four semester 
retention rate and return rate was highest for the 
1970 freshmen. These rates were slightly lower for 

18 
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the 1971 freshmen and declined^ again ^ for the 1972 
freshmen (Table 15). 

With one exception^ the four semester community col- 
lege data were similar for all cohorjCSv-^ The exception 
was the return rates ^ which showed a successive de- 
cline for each cohort since 1970 (Table 16) . 

After Six Semesters 

Retention rates and return rates were higher for the 
1970 than 1971 senior college cohort (Table 17). At 
the community college level the graduation-retention 
rate and the percent graduated were the same for the 
1970 and 1971 cohorts; return rates were higher for 
the 1970 cohort (Table 18) . 

(Additional data by sex and residential area charac- 
teristics are presented in Tables 19 and 20 and 
Tables 21 and 22, respectively.) 



V 
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III. COMPARATI\^ DATA ON GRADUATION 

Comparing graduation rates at different colleges and uni- 
versities presents a number of problems. Among these are 
differences in data collection methods (which can involve 
self reports from students , registrar records/ registrar 
estimates, computerized data files) , academic year organi- 
zation (semester / trimester , and quarterly systems) , charac- 
teristics of students / admissions policies ^ program re- 
quirements and grading practices , and time periods. 
These problems affect the data presented in this section. 

A. CUNY Graduates; 1960 and 1970 Freshmenl O 

Four year graduation rates of students who entered 
Brooklyn, City, Hunter, and Queens Colleges in 1960 
and 1970 are presented in Table 23. 

Of students who entered Brooklyn, City, Hunter, and 
Queens in the Fall 1960, 47.8% received a Bachelor's 
degree after four years. By comparison, only 23.0%- <f 
of Fall 1970 freshmen at these colleges received a 
Bachelor's degree after four years. Among 1970 fresh- 
men with high school averages of 85 and above (a more 
appropriate comparison group with 1960), 37.9% earned 
Bachelor's degrees after four years. 
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In both periods, Brooklyn College had the highest 
graduation rate while City College had the lowest 
(partly due to the 145 credits required for an 
engineering degree) . 

CUNY Graduates Compared to Graduates at Other Colleges and 
U niversities ^^ 

Comparative graduation rates for four and two year de- 
grees at CUNY and select institutions are contained in 
Tables 24 and 25. While these data are not directly 
comparable, it is apparent that on-time graduation 
rates at CUNY are low. Even after four years, 
the percentage of CUNY students completing a two 
year degree remains low by comparison. 

CUNY Data Compared to a National Sample 

Data from national studies have been considered 

important since they are assumed to provide the 

necessary baseline by which the performance of 

City University students can be compared. Tables 

26 and 27 present data for a national sample of 

students who entered two year and four year public 

colleges in 1966 and students who entered CUNY 
in 1970.12 
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Some qualifications in the use of this comparison 
are required. First f the graduation comparisons 
are more valid than those for retention. In both 
studies, graduation refers to all students who 
graduated after eight semesters. Retention is 
defined in the national sample as enrollment ^or 
the ninth semester; for CUNY students retention 
is defined as enrollment in the eighth semester. 
Second/ in the lowest high school average category 
(those with averages of less than 70) , the actual 
numbers of students (10 for senior colleges and 
19 for community colleges) in the national sample 
are too small to be a reliable comparison igroup 
for CUNY. 

The senior college data (Table 26) show that CUNY 
graduation rates after four years were lower than 
those for the national sample after four years. 
This was the case for each high school average 
category. However/ CUNY graduation-retention 
rates (received degree or still enrolled) were 
higher than the national sample . 

For community colleges, within each high school 
average category, the graduation and retention 
rates for the CUNY students were higher than those 
for the national sample (Table 27)\ 

22 
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CUNY Students appear to be taking longer to graduate than 
they used to and than is the case at other institutions. 
Hypotheses have been offered to explain this phenomenon 
(e.g., enrollment in noncredit remedial courses; smaller 
credit load each semester or non-continuous enrollment , 
either of which may be due to inadequate academic prepara- 
tion or to the need for part-time employment because of 
lower family income) ; research is needed — preferably with 
a longitudinal design ~ to test these and other hypotheses. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. High school average refers to the University's college 
admissions average (CAA) , computed by the University 
Applications Processing Center from grades in the 
following academic subjects: English, mathematics, 
science, foreign languages, social studies. The high 
school average categories are the same as those in 
the seven semester report (Lavin, 1974). 

2. Data for the 1970. and subsequent entering cohorts are 
routinely collected from the colleges by the Univer- 
sity's Office of University Management Data, which 
provided us copies of the data tapes. * 

3. The number of students in the total cohort and for some 
colleges differ from those in the seven semester report. 
This reflects further refinements in the data file and/ 
or different data analysis decisions. In particular, 
the number of "no shows" (students who apparently re- 
gistered for the first semester but for whom no first 
semester academic record existed) has been increased 
from 530 to 617; these additional students were orig- 
inally coded for Hostos CC, but an additional check 
failed to validate their enrollment at that college 
during the first year. Data for Hostos CC students 
also fail to show continuous enrollment; their first 
year data were coded for one semester only. 

4. Data in Charts A and B nay vary slightly from data in 
Table 1, a result of slightly different categorizations 
of students. 

5. "Stopouts" are the students in the return from with- 
drawal category. They are differentiated from "drop- 
outs," who rarely return. 

6. A conservative estimate might be to take the current 
graduation-retention rate as the eventual graduation 
rate. This assumes that most of those currently en- 
rolled v/ill complete their degree requirements while 
most of those no longer enrolled will not return. An 
even more cautious approach would consider only those 
with continuous enrollment as contributing to the even- 
tual graduation rates. 

7. This relationship was maintained when controlling for 
sex and residential area ethnicity and income. 
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8. When the data were tabulated by race-ethnicity and 
median family income of reisidential area 

the graduation rate of females was always higher than 
that of males in the same category. 

9. Using Census data, tapes of which were made available 
by the City Planning Commission, applicants ' residence 
(ZIP code) areas were characterized by race-ethnicity 
and median family income. There are 186 ZIP areas for 
NYC; only 166 v/ere classified by OPPR. (The twenty 
omitted areas had relatively small populations [less 
than 1,000] or were special designations [Kennedy and 
LaGu&rdia Airports].) The 166 NYC ZIP areas were clas- 
sified as follows: 

(a) Those with comparatively high (30% 
or more of the population) concen- 
tration of Puerto Ricans, regardless 
of the proportion that were white or 
black: 12 ZIP areas. 

(b) Predominantly black (80% or more of 
the population) : 10 ZIP areas. 

(c) Mostly black (over 50% but under 80%) : 
11 ZIP areas. 

(d) Mostly white (over 50% but under 80%) : 
25 ZIP areas. 

(e) Predominantly white (80% or more) : 108 
ZIP areas. 

The median family income for each area was also computed 
and categorized as follows: 
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10. Data for the 1960 CUNY freshmen were published in the 
study by Max (1968). The 1960 data for City College 
included what is now Baruch College; the Hunter College 
data included what is now Lehman College. 

The graduation rates for the Pall 1970 freshmen at 
Baruch and Lehman Colleges were: 
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All Freshmen 
HSA 80% Above 
HSA 85% Above 



Baruch 

22.5 
35.2 



Lehman 



2674% 

41.5 

46.7 



11. In September, 1974, the OPPR reauested graduation and 
retention data from several two and four year public 
colleges and universities. Those able to provide this 
information are included in Tables 24 and 25; none could 
provide it by high school average categories* 

12. The seven semester report (Lavin, 1974) compared CUNY 
students to a national sample of students at public and 
private colleges and universities (Astin, 1972). Pro- 
fessor Alexander W. Astin retabulated his 1972 data to 
include only the students at two and four year public 
colleges. 
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Figure 1: Percent Graduated After Four Years from Senior 

Colleges by High School Average, Sex, and College, 
for Fall 1970 CUNY Senior College Freshmen 
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Figure 2: Percent Graduated After Four Years from Conununity 
Colleges and from Senior Colleges by High School 
Average, Sex, and College, for Fall 1970 CUNY 
Community College Freshmen 
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Table 9: Eight Semester Graduation and Retention by Sex 
and College, Fall 1970 Freshmen 







• 






Percent Graduating From: 




Total 


First 


Retention- 










College 


Semester 


Graduation 


Conununity College 


Senior College 


•of 


Freshmen^ 


Rate 










Enrollment 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Femal e 


Ma le 


SENIOR 


















Baruch 




1 146 


'ii. .u 




ie 


ie 


12 . 7 


12.0 


Brooklyn 


1 f oUD 




C A 

Ob . 4 


0 / , 7 


ic 




39. 3 


23. 5 


City 

WAV/ 






CQ A 


DO ,D ' 






20. 1 


11.8 


Hunter 


2,111 


839 


55.7 


45.8 


ie 


ie 


25. 2 


11.0 


John Jay 






■ AA ^ 


Ztk A 


ie 


ie 


10.5 


6. i 


Leliman 


1,177 


1,046 


57. 9 


53. 5 


ie 


ie 


o 


19. 


Queens 


1,733 


1,629 


66.0 


68.0 


ie 


ie 






York 


322 


459 


50.9 


50.8 


ie 


ie 


25 . 5 


9.8 


SC TOTAL 


8,839 


9,844 


59.4 


56.6 


0.4 


0.3 


29. 3 


15.6 


CGNlMUiNITY 


















Manhattan 


801 


483 


51.1 


41.6 


36.2 . 


22.6 


4.6 


l.!j 


Bronx 


980 


922 


. 38.0 


31.6 


21.5 


13. 1 


2.0 


1 . :^ ■ 


Hostos 


504 


153 


27.6 


25.5 


9.5 


5.;) 


2.6 




Kingsborough 


1,204 


1,218 


49.3 


39.0 


36. n 


23.6 


5.1 


3. r. 


Xew York City 


1,082 


1,258 


40.1 


34. 5 


29.5 


23.0 


1.9 


1.-! 


Queensborough 


1,278 


1,621 


45.2 


32.6 


31.9 


16. S 


• 3.3 


1.2 


Staten Island 


681 


1,044 


47.1 


33.1 


29. 1 


12. S 


9.4 


2. 1 


CC TOTAL 


6,330 


6,699 


44.1 


34.5 


29.8 


18.2 


4.0 


l.S 



•Numbers are too small for meaningful percentaging 
All other footnotes for this table appear at the end of the report. 
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Table 19: Two, Four, and Six Semester Graduation-Retention Rates 
by Sex, Fall 1970, 1971, 1972, and 1973 Freshmen 



College 

of 
Original 
Enrollment 


Total First 
' Semester 
Freshmen 
Female Male 


Two Semester 
Retention 
Rates 
Female Male 


Four 

Semester 
Graduat 'n- 
Retention 

Rates 
Female Male 


Six 

' Semester 
Graduat 'n 
Retention 

Rates 
Female Male 


SENIOR 


















1970 Cohort 

1971 Cohort 

1972 Cohort 

1973 Cohort 


8,839 
9,478 
9,330 
9,250 


9,844 
9,487 
9,429 
9,180 


90.8 
89.5 
88.7 
87.6 


88.9 
87.5 
87.0 
85.9 


77.7 
75.5 
72.0 


75.2 
70.7 
69.6 


67.8 
62.1 


64.3. 
57.8 


COMMUNITY 


















1970 Cohort 

1971 Cohort 

1972 Cohort 

1973 Cohort 


6,330 
7,932 
7,666 
8,424 


6,699 
8,517 
6,899 
6,873 


79.3 
81.5 
83.4 
82.6 


78.4 
75.9 
78.3 
78.6 


64.3 
63.9 . 
62.3 


58.0 
53.5 
54.5 


50.3 
48.4 


41.7 
40.1 



Table 20: Four and Six Semester Community College Graduation 
Rates by Sex, Fall 1970, 1971, and 1972 Community 
College Freshmen Graduating From Community College 



College 

of 
Original 
Enrollment 


Total First 
Semester 
Freshmen 

Female Male 


Percent 
Graduating 
After Four 

Semesters 
Female Male 


Percent 
Graduating 
After Six 
Semesters 
Female Male 


COMMUNITY 












1970 Cohort 


6,330 


6,699 


11,5 


4,3 


26,5 15-1 


1971 Cohort - 


7,932 


8,517 


9,3 


5,4 


25,7 15,2 


1972 Cohort 


7,666 


6,899 


7,8 


4,1 
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Table 21: Graduation -Retention Rates After Two, Four, and Six Semesters 
by Race-Ethnicity and Median Family Income of Residential Area: 
Fall 1970, 1971, 1972, and 1973 Senior College Freshmen 





Total 




Four 


Six 




First 


Two 


Sem. 


Sem. 


Residential Area 


Sem. 


bem. 


Reten. - 


Retei 


Char act er i s t i c s 


Freshmen 


Reten. 


Grad . 


brae 


Senior Colleges 










Pall 1970 Cohort 










Black, PR; Delow $8,000 


2,951 


87.3 


71.2 


57.2 


Clack, PR; $8,000-11,999 


655 


91. 9 


75. 9 


o4 . b 


lift ■ ^ ^ /'t rt ^ /X ^ ^ ^ 

Unite; Below 5>8, 000-11, 999 


1 ,215 


O O A 

88.4 


75. 1 


HI r\ 
OO . U 


i\hite; $8,000-11,999 


8, 598 


91 . 2 


79. 2 


oo . o 


iVhite; ?J2,000 + 


3,810 


92. 4 


79. 5 


71 . 2 


Fall 1971 Cohort 










Black, PR; Below $8,000 


3,051 


85.7 


66.9 


50.2 


Black, PR; $8,000-11,999 


813 


88. 9 


73. 9 


5S . 9 


l\Tiite; Below $8,000 


1 ,228 


86. 6 


68. 6 


55. 4 


White; $8,000-11,999 


8,913 


89.9 


75.0 


65. 0 


IVhite; $12,000 + 


3,854 


90. 8 


77. 1 


6:). 4 


Fail 1972 Cohort 










Black, PR; Below ;J8,000 


3,411 


85.3 


63.5 




' Black, PR; $8,000-11,999 


840 


87.6 


69.0 




White; Below $8,000 


1,175 


81.7 


65.3 




UTiite; $8,000-11,999 


9,131 


88.8 


72.6 




Wliite; $12,000 + 


3,674 


90.0 


75.6 




Fall 1973 Cohort 










Black, PR; below $8,000 


3,479 


83.8 






Black, PR; $8,000-11,999 


821 


87.7 






White; Below $8,000 


1,266 


83.9 




f 


Miite; $8,000-11,999 


9,024 


87.5 


1 




WTiite; $12,000 + 


3,383 


89,0 


! 


1 
1 



All footnotes for this table appear at the end of the report < 
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Table 22: Graduation and Retention After Two, Four, and Six Semesters by 
Race-Ethnicity and Median Family Income of Residential Area^: 
Fall, 1970, 1971, 1972, and 1973, Community College Freshmen 



•• 


Total 




Four 


Six 


Percent Graduating 




First 


Two 


Sem. 


Sem. 


From CC After: 


Residential Area 


Sem. 


Sem. 


Ret en. - 


Reten. - 


Four 


Six • 


Characteristics 


Freshmen 


Ret en. 


Grad. 


Grad- 


Sem. 


Sem. 


Community Colleges 














Fall 1970. Cohort 














\*;Blackv PR;. Below $8,000 


2,122 


80.2 


60.7 


44.6 


5. 2 


17.3 


' Black, %; $S,0P0-11, 999 


531 


84.2 


64.4 


47.1 


4.3 


16.4 


Vihite; Below $8,000 


769 


79.7 


59.0 


45.0 


6.5 


18.7 


White; $8,000-11,999 


5,483 


81.4 


61.4 


47.3 


9.4 


23. 3 


White; q>l2,000 + 


2,571 


84. 0 


62. 8 


47. 6 


9.5 


24.4 


Fall 1971 Cohort "t' ' 














Black, PR; Below $8,000 


3,073 


78.1 


56.$ 


41. .6 


5. 1 


15.8 


Black, PR; $8,000-11,9,99 


677 


81.0 


60.9 


47.7 


5.3 


18.3 


IVhite; Below $8,000 


933 


77.4 


58.6 


43.3 


6.4 


20.4 


hTiite; $8,000-11,999 . 


6,642 


79.4 


58.8 


44.1 


7.6 


21.5 


White; $12,000 + 


. 2,954 


81.7 


60.5 


45.9 


7.9 


21.8 


Fall 1972 Cohort 














Black, PR; Below $8,000 


3,121 


81.3 


57.6 




2.8 




Black, PR; $8,000-11,999 


711 


81.9 


60.8 




4.4 




IVhite; Below $8,000 


921 


81.1 


56.9 




4.9 




IVhite; $8,000-11,999 


6,469 


80.2 


58.8 




7.3 




•AMte; $12,000 + 


2,991 


82.1 


60.2 




7.8 




Fall 1973 Cohort 














Black, PR; Below $8,000 


3,573 


81.1 










Black, PR; $8,000-11,999 


812 


81.8 










IVliite; Below $8,000 


1,184 


79.6 










White; $8,000-11,999 


6,447 


' 80.4 










IVhite; $12,000 + 


2,933 


81.6 











All footnotes for this table appear at the end of the report. 
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Table 23: Comparative Graduation Rates After Four Years; 

Fall 1960 and Fall 1970 Freshmen at Brooklyn, 
Queens, Hunter, and City Colleges 



53 



Fall 1960 Freshmen (Total)* 
vumber enrolled 
Number graduated by Spr. 1964 
Percent 



Brooklyn 
1,771 
1,042 
58.8 



Queens 
1,475 
802 
54.4 



Hunter 
2,052 
1,012 
49.5 



City 
2,550 
895 
35.1 



Total 
7,848 
3,751 
47.8 



Fall 1970 Freshmen (Total) 
Number enrolled 
Number graduated by Spr. 1974 
Percent 



4,362 
1,219 
28.0 



3,458 
898 
26.0 



3,091 
644 
20.8 



3,093 
461 
14.9 



14 , 004 



23.0 



Fall 1970 Freshmen (HSA 80 S Above) 

Xuraber enrolled 2,875 2,597 1,772 1,492 

Number graduated by Spr. 1974 1,033 821 538 323 

Percent 35.9 31.6 30.4 21.6 



8,736 
2,715 
31.1 



Fall 1970 Freshmen (HSA 85 S Above) 

Xumber enrolled 1,751 1,453 786 712 

Number graduated by Spr. 1974 ' 730 558 290 206 

Percent 41.7 38.4 36.9 28.9 



4,702 
1,784 
37.9 



*Source: Pearl Max, How Many Graduate. CUNY, November 1968. 
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Table 24: Comparative Graduation Rates: Four Year 
Degrees from CUNY and Other Institutions 



Fall Semester Graduation Rate 
CUNY Senior Colleges 1970 Freshmen After Four Years 

19,754 21.4* 

*This figure excludes students whose initial enrollment was at a senior college 
but who graduated with a community college degree. 



SUNY* 

State University Centers 
State University Colleges** 
State University College 
at Buffalo 



Fall Semester 
1969 Freshmen 

6,303 
10,468 

1,245 



Graduation Rate 
After Four Year» 

52.2 
50.8 

. 51.9 



♦Source: SUNY (1974) 
**Excludes Empire State, Purchase, and Utica/Rome Colleges 



Federal City College* Fall Quarter Graduation Rate 

(Washington, D.CQ Freshmen After Four Years 

1968 1,818 9.2 

1969 2,527 8.7 

1970 1,320 5.1 

♦Source: Federal City College Office of Institutional Research; ^milar 

admissions policy as CUNY. ^ 



Fall Quarter Graduation Rate 

1970 Freshmen ' After Four Years* 
Wayne State University 2,752 62.0 

♦Source: V/ayne State University Office of Institutional Research; estimated 
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Table 25: Comparative Graduation Rates: Two Year 
Degrees From CUNY and Other Institutions 



CUNY CCs 

1970 
1971 
1972 



Fall Semester 
Freshmen 
14,562 
16,635 
16,900 



Cumulative Graduation Rates After: 
Two Years Three Years Four Years 



7.5 
7.4 
6.1 



20.0 
20.4 



23.1' 



*T!us figure excludes students whose initial enrollment was at a community 
college but who graduated with a senior college degree 



SUNT Urban CCs* 

Droome CC 
(Binghamton) 

Erie CC 
(Buffalo-City) 

Erie CC 
(Buffalo-North) 

Hudson Valley CC 
(Troy-Albany) 

Monroe CC 
(Rochester) 

Onondaga CC 
(Syracuse) 

Total SUNY** 



Fall Semester 
1971 Freshrnen 

1,165 



350 
2,362 
1,950 
1,976 
1,032 
29,325 



Cumulative Graduation Rates After: 
Two Years Two and 1/2 Years 



43.9 



17.1 



45.0 



24.2 



27.5 



36.5 



45.8 



17.1 



50.5 51.6 



50.0 



34.1 



31.5 



41.4 



♦Source: SUNY (1974); 

**nxcludes CUNY, Westchester CC, Erie CC-South, and Agricultural and Technical Colleges 



Cuyahoga CC * Fall Quarter Cumulative Gradujation Rates After; 

(Cleveland, Ohio) 1968 Freshmen Two Years . Seven Quarters 

Urban Campus 1,000 5.3 7.6 

Total College ■ 1,642 6.7 9.1 

*Source: Cuyahoga Community College, Office of Institutional Research 
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Table 26: Senior College Graduation and Retention After Four Years: 
Comparison of National Sample* (Fall 1966 Freshmen) and 
CUNY Cohort (Fall 1970 Freshmen) 



High School 
Average 


Number of Students 
National 
Actual Weighted 


CUNY 


Received 
Bachelor ' s 
National** 


Degree 
CUNY 


Received Degree 
or 

Still Enrolled 
National** CUNY*** 


80+ 


3,069 


239,280 


10,315 


49.1% 


31.4% 


58.5% 


66.8% 


75-79 


461 


50,629 


4,454 


26.5 


14.5 


39.8 


50.9 


70-74 


284 


36,783 


2,504 


14.3 


7.6 


29.2 


41.6 



* In the lowest high school average category (those with averages of 
less than 70) the actual number of students in the national sample 
(N=10) is too small to be a reliable comparison group for CUNY where 
the number in this category is 1,664. 
** Based on weighted data for public four year colleges (Source: 
Alexander W. Astin, personal communication). 
*** CUNY data differ slightly from those in Table 1; omitted are 68 
senior college freshmen who graduated from community colleges. 
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Table 27: Community College Graduation and Retention After 
Four Years: Comparison of National Sample* 
(Fall 1966 Freshmen) and CUNY Cohort (Fall 1970 FreshmenJ 















Received 


Degree 




Number of Students 


Received 






or 




High School 


Nationa I 




Associate' s 


Degree 


Still 


Enrol led 


Average 


Actual 


Weighted 


CUNY 


National** 


CUNY 


National 


** 


CUNY*** 


80+ 


770 


119,529 


1,376 


34.8% 


38 . 7% 


36.8% 




49.7% 


75-79 


373 


67,195 


2,914 


27.4 


30.4 


29.9 




42.8 


70-74 


348 


65,160 


4,268 


20.4 


23.7 


23.1 




36.0 



* In the lowest high school average category (those with averages of 
less than 70) the actual number of students in the national sample 
lN=li/) is too small to be a reliable comparison group for CUNY where 
the number in this category is 4,253. 
*^ Based on weighted data for public two year colleges (Source: 
Alexander W. Astin, personal communication). 

CUNY data differ ^;lightly from those in Table 1; omitted are 150 
community college freshmen who graduated from senior colleges without 
iwciving the community college degree. 
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TABLE POOTNOTFS 



1. High school average refers to the University's college 
adiPissions average. This is computed from grades in the 
following academic subjects: English, mathematics, 
science , foreign languages , social science . 

2. Data currently available dp not enable us to identify 
the relatively small number of students graduating with 
the Associate's rather than the Bachelor's degree from 
the senior college. 

3. The numbers of first semester freshiren in this table do 
not equal the numbers in Table I because of missing or 
incomplete data. 

4. Using 1970 census data tapes provided by the City Planning 
Commission, the OPPR classified NYC ZIP areas according 

to the race-ethnicity and nedian family jncome of resi- 
dents . 
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